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Tuba ........................................................................................................... 4
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Program Notes

Josef Strauss (1827-1870) was an Austrian composer of waltzes, polkas, 
and other dance music. Born into a musical family, he was the son of Johann 
Strauss I and the brother of Johann Strauss II and Eduard Strauss. In 
addition to being a composer/conductor Josef Strauss was trained as an 
engineer.  He also was an artist, poet, author, and inventor.

Feuerfest Polka was commissioned by a Viennese company 
that built safes.  Strauss’ title, “Feuerfest” was meant to mean 
“fireproof”, to celebrate the company’s new fireproof safe.  The 
inclusion of a real anvil in the percussion section has led to some 
hilarious performances of this piece by professional and amateur 
ensembles alike.

2018 Concert Band CD
WFR395

BEYOND THE CHALLENGE
The Washington Winds, Edward S. Petersen – Conductor
CONTENTS: Forged In Fire (Romeyn), Oh, My Heart Belongs To Ireland (Swearingen), The Squealer (Huff/arr. Glover), Rejoissant! (Shaffer), Feuerfest Polka - Op. 269 
(Strauss/arr. Longfield), Twilight Portrait (Huckeby), Klezmer! (Webb), Defiance! (Jarvis), A Voyage To Freedom (Swearingen), Meditation (Massenet/arr. Glover), Skywalk 
(Mohanty), Travelin’ Music (La Plante), Heaven’s Light (Reineke/arr. Romeyn), Dragonship (Neeck), Aurora Borealis (Susi), Olympus (Romeyn), Nimrod (Elgar/arr. Glover), 

Dr. Mayhem! (Bell), Beyond The Challenge (Huckeby), Bunker Hill (King/arr. Swearingen), The Cat’s Pajamas (La Plante), Eclipse Galop (King/arr. Glover), The Star Spangled Banner (arr. Huckeby) 

About the Arranger

Robert Longfield is an award-inning composer, conductor, 
arranger, and educator. Mr. Longfield has earned degrees 
in music education and music performance from the 
University of Michigan and the University of Miami. His 
teachers include Dr. William D. Revelli, Jerry Bilik, Larry 
Teal, Elizabeth Green, and Dr. Alfred Reed.

Mr. Longfield’s career as a music educator spanned 42 
years in the public schools of Michigan and Florida. He was the band and 
orchestra director at Davison (MI) High School from 1969-1986. He held a 
similar position at Miami Palmetto Senior High for 27 years until his retirement 
in 2014. He was chairman of the Visual and Performing Arts Department at 
Palmetto for 22 years. He has served as a District Chairman in the Michigan 
School Band and Orchestra Association and the Florida Orchestra Association.

Mr. Longfield is currently the conductor of the Greater Miami Symphonic 
Band. He is the recipient of the “Teacher of the Year” award from the Michigan 
School Band and Orchestra Association and the “Mr. Holland Award” from 
the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. He has also been 
Palmetto’s “Teacher of the Year”.

A member of ASCAP, Mr. Longfield has received numerous commissions and 
has over 450 publications to his credit. His compositions and arrangements 
have been performed and recorded by bands and orchestras throughout the 
United States as well as in Canada, Europe, Japan, and other parts of the world.

LICENSING THIS WORK
Visit barnhouse.com to obtain information on mechanical

(recording) or derivative (arranging) licenses.
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