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� Grade Level: 1½ (EASY)
� (Correlates with Accent on Achievement, Book 2, Page 23)

Firestorm
By John O’Reilly

Instrumentation

	 1	 —	Conductor Score
	10	 —	Flute 
	 2	 —	Oboe
	 2	 —	Bassoon
	 6	 —	1st B  Clarinet
	 6	 —	2nd B  Clarinet
	 2	 —	B  Bass Clarinet
	 4 	—	E  Alto Saxophone
	 2 	—	B  Tenor Saxophone
	 1 	—	E  Baritone Saxophone

	

	 4	 —	1st B  Trumpet	
	 4	 —	2nd B  Trumpet	
	 2 	—	F Horn
	 5	 —	Trombone, Baritone B.C.
	 2	 —	Baritone T.C.
	 2	 —	Tuba
	 1 	—	Piano Accompaniment
Percussion – 5 players:
	 1	 —	Bells
	 3	 —	Percussion (Snare 

Drum, Bass Drum, Crash 
Cymbals)

	 1	 —	Timpani

World Parts 
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E  Alto Clarinet
E  Horn
Trombone in B  T.C.
Trombone in B  B.C.
Euphonium in B  B.C.
Tuba in B  T.C.
Tuba in B   B.C.
Tuba in E  T.C.
Tuba in E  B.C.

October 28, 2007 began as a typically beautiful Southern California day. But as the 

composer sat at his piano writing this composition, he became aware of a major 

firestorm raging within a few miles of his house. Dense smoke filled the air and a 

steady stream of helicopters flew into the local reservoir to fill up with water to battle 

the flames.

What started as a bright majestic fanfare soon became an agitated Allegro Vivace. A 

three-part woodwind ostinato pattern in Dorian mode combined with prominent 

percussion establishes a base for the powerful brass statements that follow. The 

firestorm was brought under control in a few days and the slow, lyrical middle section is 

a reflection of the relief the composer felt knowing that his neighborhood was spared.
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FirestormCONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:25

Commissioned by the Youth Band Committee of the Original Hobo Band, Inc.
of Pitman, NJ for its Summer Band Program
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