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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
The British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams was born in 1872 and died in 1958 at the age 
of 86. He enjoyed one of the longest and most successful creative careers in music history. As 
a member of the English Folk Song Society, Vaughan Williams often went into the country to 
collect native folk music in its purest state. He felt very strongly that the rapid industrialization 
of the British Isles would result in the loss of these folk songs unless they were written down 
and introduced to a new generation. As a result, much of his writing was based on his study of 
folk songs, creating a legacy in sound that characterizes British music.

Robert W. Smith, in tribute to the great composer, has crafted a setting for the concert band of 
Declaration and Flourish in the style of Vaughan Williams. Using the Vaughan Williams “Flourish 
for Wind Band” and “English Folk Song Suite” as inspiration, the Declaration and Flourish explores 
the unique timbral colors of the concert band. This publication is the third movement of Smith’s 
Vaughan Williams Suite and is dedicated to Marcia Zoffuto and the Coyle Middle School Band of 
Rowlett, Texas.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR
The introduction should be as regal and majestic as possible. Care should be given to note shape 
and phrasing to ensure the stylistic intent of the work. The fl ourish should be light and lively with 
an increased sense of energy in the fi nal accelerando.

The accented “bell tones” in measures 83–85 should be prominent and carefully balanced. This 
particular fi gure is also used in “Wassail” and “Greensleeves: A Fantasia for Band,” the fi rst and 
second movements of the suite, providing a common musical thread. 

Please note that tempi may be adjusted throughout based upon the ensemble and performance 
situation. However, please keep motion in the appropriate sections as indicated. 

Balance throughout is subjective. Please make the necessary adjustments based upon your 
instrumentation. It is most important to preserve the musical interaction between lines.

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to Marcia Zoffuto for her role in the creation of this 
piece. I was fortunate enough to hear the Coyle MS Band at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago as 
they performed the three movements of the Holst Winter Suite. Following that performance, I 
was honored and thankful for Ms. Zoffuto to offer the suggestion and commission of a work 
honoring the life and creativity of Ralph Vaughan Williams in a similar fashion. Declaration and 
Flourish is the fi nal movement in fulfi llment of her musical vision. 

I hope that you and the band enjoy Declaration and Flourish and fi nd it to be a valued addition to 
your library. I also hope that you will consider programming the entire Vaughan Williams Suite as 
part of your concert program. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!Pre
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Tune: F, G, Bb, C
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Setting by Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)

DECLARATION AND FLOURISH
Movement III from the VAUGHAN WILLIAMS SUITE

© 2008 BELWIN-MILLS PUBLISHING CORP. (ASCAP),
a division of ALFRED PUBLISHING CO., INC.

All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

In Memory and Tribute to Ralph Vaughan Williams
Commissioned by and Dedicated to the Coyle Middle School Band, Rowlett, Texas, Under the Direction of Marcia Zofuto

FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 2:45
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ. œ. œ œ œ œ
œœ. œœ. œœ œœ œœ œœ
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œœ. œœ. œœ œœ œœ
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˙̇>f

..œœ>
jœœ

˙̇>
f

..œœ>
jœœ

˙̇>
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∑
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Picc. Solo (w/ Tuba)

(Tuba)

(Tuba)

F
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w
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F
œ∑
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w
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∑
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∑
∑
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Ó Œ œ
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F
œ
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∑
∑
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With renewed energy!

With renewed energy!
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Fls. (Picc. double 1st 8vb)
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ḟ
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˙
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œ. œ œ œ œ œ œ
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