Water an

Arra KE AMUF
TATION
uctor 1st Trombone
bAlto S 2nd Trombone
2nd Eb A hone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
1 st axophone 4th Trombone (Optional)
or Saxophone Guitar Chords
ne Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)
% b Trumpet Piano
Bb Trumpet Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional Alternate Parts
CFlute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Herbie Hancock composed this tune in the early 1960s and recorded it on his first record, Takin’ Off. Sin€e thisiinitial record-
ing, Watermelon Man has become a staple of the jazz repertoire.

In this chart, the opening figures in the saxes in measure 1, and brass and baritone sax in measure 2, should be articulated
in a consistent manner. Throughout the arrangement, all players should strive to consistently execute,capped rooftop
accents using a “daht” articulation, tenuto marks, and regular accents. The saxophones should release the ties on beat Tin
both measures 9 and 13, and crescendo into these releases. The brass should imitate thisdn their statement of the melody
in measures 25 and 29.

Measure 40 is an open solo section with 40-43 acting as a “send off” for each soloist. While'written solos are provided in the
1st alto and 1st tenor parts, | highly encourage you to open up this section to featuréimprovised solos by a.variety of your
students. The background figures at measure 56 should compliment but aetiever power the soloist(s).

Measure 72 begins an ensemble section for the horns and hi-hat. To maximize réhearsal time, fay suggestion would be to
rehearse trumpets and alto saxophones separate from the tenorfand baritone'saxophones and'trombones. The trumpet
and alto saxophones should strive to articulate and blend together in this passage. Diréct the rhythm section to make a
confident entrance in measure 85 and the entire ensemble§hould crescendo togeth@nin 88. This leads us into the “shout”
section at measure 90. Regarding dynamics at this point, all horn parts should d@equalvolume for blend and balance pur-
poses. Measure 98 begins a series of exchanges between the,ensemble and drimsrWritten solos are provided here but |
recommend having your drummer improvise through this passage. However, the drummer should play the kicks with the
horn section.

I hope you and your students enjoy playing my-arrangeément of Watefmelon Man.

-Mike Kamuf

Mike Kamuf is a band/orchestra
director in Montgomery County,
MD. Mike holds degrees from
Youngstown State University (OH)
and George Mason University (VA).
Numerous jazz artists and ensem-
bles, including the Woody Herman
and Glenn Miller Orchestras have
performed his compositions and
arrangements. As a performer, Mike
has played with the Woody Herman
and Tommy Dorsey orchestras, and
is currently a member of the Alan
Baylock Jazz Orchestra.
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