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PROGRAM NOTES

Gustav Holst’s most frequently performed and recorded work, The Planets (Opus 32), written between 1914
and 1918, catapulted his musical career and secured his place in the history books as one of the twe
century’s pre-eminent British composers.

The suite, scored for large orchestral forces, including 4 flutes, 3 oboes, 6 horns, 2 harps, and o
women'’s chorus, was a direct product of the composer’s keen awareness and interest in a y when

was in his late teens and early 20's. 0
Themes from three of the suite’s seven movements are seamlessly presented in ryoung ban 6
Material from the following movements is included (in order of appearance):

Venus, the Bringer of Peac
Mars, the Bringer of Wa
Jupiter, the Bringer of Joll

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

0&

odwinds sho@e rehearsed chord-by-chord

Venus (measure 1 through measure 24):

« Balance is crucial in the opening few measures
to insure proper intonation and blend.

« Tempo may be quickened a bit if breath su i issue. 0
Mars (measure 25 through beat 2 of xn
+ Indicated dynamics are I for t ess of thi tion of the medley. They should be rather
subdued until measure 5

+ Avoid accenting beat o le measures In |naI the triple-duple measures are combined

Jupiter (@anacrusis to
- Don't let the.te
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