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PROGRAM NOTES

Born in Shropshire, on the Welsh border, Sir Henry Walford Davies was educated at the Royal Colle
of Music, staying on after graduation as a teacher of counterpoint. He continued,an a
rewarding life as teacher, BBC lecturer, performer and composer, succeeding Sir rd E

Master of the King’s Musick in 1934.
The two instrumental works by Walford Davies best known to musicians today e clas itish
rst castina 6

march, RAF March Past, and the deeply moving Solemn Melody, the latter of

words added to it.

This setting for Symphonic Band makes full use of the rich s ensemble t afe for
the idiom a work of matchless beauty and depth. The arrang n form a ontent to
the original with the addition of a two-measure coda and vario terpretatiofs included to

amplify the emotion. Q
NOTESTOT

The original score is peppered with directj nuto, giving direct clues
as to the composer’s intent. While the no hnical problems, adequate

breath support and control remain in main rrwsi phrasing. For the most part, places

for breaths have been imbedded i sic and shown iy eighth rests between phrases. Quick

breaths should be take hese , taking care non ort the notes that precede them.
plic s throum e year as not only an effective concert

chorale-style title to be used in the daily

This work should enjoy m
offering and contest ballad se n, butalso a

warm-up routine.
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Solemn Melody

FULL SCORE By H. Walford Davies (1869-1941)
Approx. Duration - 3:00 Arranged by Douglas E. Wagner (ASCAP)
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