
Big Raven
By Vince Gassi

Grade Level: 11/2 (Easy)

Big Raven takes its inspiration from a painting by Canadian artist, Emily Carr. It was commissioned 
for the official opening of Emily Carr Public School in Oakville, Canada. Haunting forest sounds set 
the mood for a moving and reflective work.
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Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system.  
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

 1   — Conductor Score
 10   — Flute
 2   — Oboe
 2   — Bassoon
 6   — 1st Bb Clarinet
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 2   — Bb Bass Clarinet
 4   — E b Alto Saxophone
 2   — Bb Tenor Saxophone
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  Percussion – 5 players: 
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 4   — Percussion 2 (Wind 
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Cymbal/Triangle/Crash 
Cymbals)

 1   — Timpani
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Big RavenDuration - 2:30

Written for the official opening of Emily Carr Public School, Oakville, Canada, Jean Barber, conductor
and performed by the grade 7 band, May 2009

CONDUCTOR SCORE

Bird calls, light whistling sounds (students may blow into cupped hands), rustling, trickling (softly tapping pencils on stands or lightly slapping palms on laps to simulate rain)
and other random forest sounds simulating a mysterious environment, unpopulated by humans. The sounds should start gradually and build up. The overall effect should be haunting.

Forest sounds should start to trail off as the suspended cymbal crescendos into bar 3. 
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Ḟ
a2 ˙

∑
∑

jœp
‰ Œ Ó

∑
∑
∑

œ
p

Œ Óœ
∑

36

w

œœ- œœ. œœ.
˙̇

œ ˙ œ
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó ±
F

Tri.

37

∑

œœ. œœ. œœ ˙̇

˙ ˙
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

38

∑

œœ- œœ. œœ.
˙̇

œ œ ˙
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó Œ —

39

∑

&
&
&
&
&
?
?
&
ã
ã
?

b bb
b

b
b b

b bb
b bb
b bb

b bb

1
2

1
2

Cls.

Tpts.

Trb.

Perc. 1

Fl./
Ob.

A. Sax

Hn.

Timp.

Perc. 2

Bar./
Tuba

Bells

œœ. œœ. œœ- ˙̇

˙ œ- œ. œ.
Ḟ
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one or two students who are resting are to make loon
sounds by blowing into cupped hands until measure 44.
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ḟ ˙
˙̇

f
˙̇

˙̇
f

˙̇

œf
œ ˙

œ
f

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ ˙

·>f
64

Œ œf œ œ œ

∑
∑
∑

œ œ ˙
˙ ˙b
˙̇ ˙̇b
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ ˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ Jœ œ œ

∑

65

Œ ˙ œ

∑
∑
∑

œ œ œ œ
˙ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇
˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ ˙

∑

66

Œ œ œ œ œ

˙̇
f

˙̇
˙

f
˙

˙
f

˙
˙̇ ˙˙
˙ ˙
˙ ˙
˙̇ ˙̇

˙ ˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ Œ Ó

∑

67

Œ ˙ œ

ww
w
w#
ww#
wn
w
ww
w
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ Jœ œ œ

·>

68

œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>

ch.

ch.

dampen

œœ
ƒ

œœ œœ œœ̂ Œ
œƒ œ œ œv Œ
œ

ƒ œ œ œv Œ
œœƒ

œœ œœ œœv Œ
œ

ƒ œ œ œv Œ
œ

ƒ
œ œ œ̂ Œ

œœƒ
œœ œœ œœv

Œ
œ

ƒ
œ œ œ̂ Œ

œ
ƒ

œ œ œ̂ Œœ œ œv
Ó ¿vƒ

Œ

69

œ>ƒ œ> œ> œ> Œ

7

31690S

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase


