
Big Raven
By Vince Gassi

Grade Level: 11/2 (Easy)

Big Raven takes its inspiration from a painting by Canadian artist, Emily Carr. It was commissioned 
for the official opening of Emily Carr Public School in Oakville, Canada. Haunting forest sounds set 
the mood for a moving and reflective work.
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Big RavenDuration - 2:30

Written for the official opening of Emily Carr Public School, Oakville, Canada, Jean Barber, conductor
and performed by the grade 7 band, May 2009

CONDUCTOR SCORE

Bird calls, light whistling sounds (students may blow into cupped hands), rustling, trickling (softly tapping pencils on stands or lightly slapping palms on laps to simulate rain)
and other random forest sounds simulating a mysterious environment, unpopulated by humans. The sounds should start gradually and build up. The overall effect should be haunting.

Forest sounds should start to trail off as the suspended cymbal crescendos into bar 3. 
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Ḟ
˙

Ḟ
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one or two students who are resting are to make loon
sounds by blowing into cupped hands until measure 44.
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