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PROGRAM NOTES

n

The title of this piece, Chasing Orion, refers to the practice of celestial navigation, or “
It was inspired by the rich early history of maritime sailing and the commercial ship
traveling to distant and exotic lands, the fast clipper ships raced toward home, their ho

grain, wool, spices, gold, and other treasures. Catapulted forward by the “roaring forti i
sleek and elegant sailing ships swept around the ever-dangerous Cape Horn as th
“chasing Orion.”

NOTES TO THE CONDUC

In the opening measures, the trumpet dynamics must be no loud
too soon! At the same time, the woodblock must be strong and stead ure its ticking
pulse is audible to the audience.

The dynamic fluctuations at measure 19 are extrem
decrescendi should observe them carefully.

Also, it should be noted that some instruments (b i gbari saxes, trombones, and
tuba) at measure 19 have a different dyna ensemble. These fortissimo
accented eighth notes provide a dramatic tlvity above.

The percussion parts at measures 37
should be very prominent a’”thun

h 42, and measures 45 through 46

The entire opening section, res ough 50 uld be treated as one long building section,
finally reaching a full enserable for 0 at measu@ the style should be very bold, very sustained,

and very accented.
tinthe pas%inning at measure 59, and the conductor is encouraged
es of hand clapping (higher pitched, lower pitched, etc.) and different

%control and sustain the long continuous crescendo from measure 59
r reath support and pacing, thereby regulating the crescendo in order
he downbeat of measure 79.

true ff exactly
Vthe end the piece should be accented, sustained, and very dramatic.
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