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to me. A mentor, inspiration, teaching role model, great guy, good friend—and always a
master teacher! My hope is that this piece will honor his memory while providing band
students an introduction to the musical style of Richard Strauss, one of Jack’s favorite composers.

D er Lehrmeister translates from German to “The Master Teacher.” And that is what Jack was

| was so incredibly honored to be asked by the Florida Bandmasters Association to write a piece to
commemorate the life of Andrew “Jack” Crew. Jack had been a musical presence in my lif
high school when I met him through my band director, who was a friend of his. Additionally,
invited to play in the Wind Arts Ensemble in which Jack and his wife, Shirley, perfor
to know them while | was in high school is a fond memory of those times.

Bradenton, | would attend any of their performances that | could. His ba
in Lakeland were always a model of musicianship, professionalism, and

literature, 1 would want this piece to be something he m A\t the Mldwﬂ

2014, Alex Kaminsky’s band at Buchholz was performing t ik der Stadt W, |chard

Strauss. Alex dedicated this opening work on the concert to Ja of Jack's &f the music

of Strauss. | recalled hearing Jack conduct Strauss’ Dance of the Veils with éverwew band
e

years before. Alex suggested writing a piece in the style of Strauss, a
commission felt that was the way to go—and so t .

The concept of writing a piece in the style of a poser was@‘:ew to me. Years before |
had written A Longford Legend in an atte i nger, Holst, and Vaughan
Williams. While my writing was not an e nate their music, | definitely

wanted to utilize their compositi vices a way demonstrating my love for these
incredible composers

| am also a huge fan of the‘ i trauss. (ths tone poems performed are among
i i . a%was completely on-board with this idea, |

i . Most of his pieces were extraordinarily lengthy

i%s for a grade 3.5 level piece and was supposed

, Strauss’ style and harmonic language were unlike

the focus became the musical devices Strauss used—

motivic de , i tition, numerous tempo changes, harmonic progressions
matic counter extreme dynamic changes, solos in various instruments,
portantl ense of passion and energy. His Alpensinfonie, Don Juan, and
| inspirations for the piece, which is written in a modified rondo

h oic, yet playful “Jack’s theme” appearing throughout as the musical
holds t plece gether.

nvolved in the

knew the actual projec
and incredibly difficult,
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