
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

In orchestral music, there are many editorial markings that are open for interpretation. In an effort to maintain consistency and 
clarity you may find some of these markings in this piece. In general, markings for fingerings, bowing patterns, and other items 
will only be marked with their initial appearance. For a more detailed explanation of our editorial markings, please download the 
free PDF at www.alfred.com/stringeditorial.

x
extended position

-
shift

A, [, N

high or low fingerings

,

bow lift/reset
≥ ≥ or ≤ ≤

hooked bowings

I hope you will find these explanations to be helpful. Best wishes with all of your musical endeavors!

Chris M. Bernotas
Director of String Publications

Three timeless carols are expertly woven together in this joyous 
offering. “Once in Royal David’s City,” “Good King Wenceslas,” and 
“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” melodically intertwine throughout, 
affording you the opportunity to adorn your holiday concert with the 
resplendent sounds of Christmas. Like snow falling gently on treetops, 
the harmonies will caress your audiences with warmth on a crisp 
winter’s night. Crackling fire not included.

Grade 2

A Christmas Canticle
Featuring Once in Royal David’s City; Good King Wenceslas; 

and God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

Arranged by Vince Gassi (SOCAN)

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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