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arr. Andrew Duncan

George KleinsingerTubby the Tuba
Once upon a time 
there was a band 
that was busy 
tuning up.

First, the Oboe
gave his 'A' to 
all theother 
Woodwinds. 

words by Paul Trip

To the Horns, 
and the 
Trumpets.

To the 
Trombones
and Tubas.

Up around the 
scales they raced, 
helter skelter......
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...faster and faster......
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All, but Tubby the
Tuba.........

...A fat little Tuba, puffing
away.....but oh so slow.....
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"Oh what lovely music"
thought Tubby, and he sighed.

"Here! What's the
matter," said Peepo
the Piccolo.
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"Oh", said Tubby, "Every time we do a new 
piece, you all get such pretty melodies to 
play......and I......I never get to play a pretty 
melody."
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"but people never write pretty melodies 
for Tuba........It's just not done!"

(Taps from conductors baton)
"Oh, there's the conductor, shush.."
First the Clarinets played a lovely 
little tune...... 
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......then they cried to
the Flute, "Catch!"

"Got it."......." cried the Flute. "My turn now," 
tooted the Trumpet. 
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And the rest joined in.... ..the Euphonium...
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...the Oboe.. ..the Bass Clarinet... 
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......while Tubby went Oompah!...........Oompah!......
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"Catch me Tubby" cried 
the little tune, "catch me".....

"Got you!"
cried Tubby.

"Oh! you're sitting
 on me" said the 
little tune.
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Poor Tubby picked up the flat 
little tune and tried to squeeze 
it back into shape.

"You clumsy 
fool!" snapped 
the Clarinets and
Saxophones

"I'm sorry Mr 
Woodwinds," .....
said Tubby.

(Shocked)
"Woodwinds indeed!"
The Clarinets and
Saxophones quivered
with anger .
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"You will please address us 
as  'Single Reeds'. Woodwinds 
indeed!"
................"Tubby", said the
conductor,"What's the matter?
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"I thought it would be nice to dance
with the pretty little tune, instead of
going Oompah, Oompah all of the 
time."  Said Tubby.

"Dance!" laughed the Flutes  
and Oboe. "well really!"

The French Horn put 
his hand to his mouth..
and smiled......and then 
the whole band began 
to laugh!
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(Shouting)
"Stop it!" cried the conductor, "Stop it I say!"

"Tubby!".... "Please sir, 
I wasn't 
laughing."
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"Please Sammy" said Tubby,
 "I feel so bad that I dont 
think I want any company."

The rehearsal 
was over.

Tubby was walking
home with Peepo
the Piccolo....
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"I understand" 
Said Peepo, 
"Goodnight".....
"Goodnight"
 ...said Tubby.

The moon was out. 
Tubby went to
the river and sat 
down on a log. He 
looked at his 
reflection in the water.
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(Sung, the
Oboe gives
the pitch).
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25 Allegretto
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Suddenly, a big 
Bullfrog jumped 
out of the water
and sat on a log 
beside Tubby.....
..."Ahem!" (Sung like a Frog!)
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"Hello" But Tubby just sat there.
"Well", said the 
Frog..... "If I'm
not wanted......
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"Oh", cried Tubby,
"please don't go. I
didn't mean to be
impolite.".......the 
frog hopped back.

"Oh that's all right."
said the frog. "I'm
 used to it. No one 
ever pays any attention 
to me either"......
"Really!".. said 
Tubby.

"Why of course!.......Every night 
I sit here and sing my heart out..
.........but does anyone listen to me?
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"Can you sing?" asked 
Tubby. 
"Can I sing?......
said the frog...
"listen to this"........
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"Oh that's wonderful,"
said Tubby......
"Thank you. Now you 
try it." said the Frog.
"Oh thank you." said 
Tubby.
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"Your a very fine Tuba
"Tubby. You should play
that tune to your band," 
said the Frog.
"Oh I will", said Tubby.
......"Goodbye Mr Frog."
......"Goodbye Tubby."

Off  went Tubby, as happy 
as could be.....
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The next day, 
the band was 
busy tuning up.

Everone was 
excited about 
the arrival of
the great new
conductor -
Singor Pizzicato
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Tubby practised his 'Oompah', 
and smiled to himself.............

.......Peepo the
Piccolo caught 
his eye...

"Feeling better
Tubby?".......
Tubby nodded
to Peepo.
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"Here he comes!"
said the French 
Horns, "Here comes 
Signor Pizzacato!"

(Baton tap)
{Italian accent}
"All right then...
Let's begin."......
Tubby started to
play.......... 

......his own new
melody.
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"Oh! The wretched
Tuba." snapped the
Clarinets and Saxophones. 
"He'll disgrace us all!"

The Trombone
stuck  his tounge 
out at Tubby...

...and then 
the Trumpets
laughed at him.

(angrily)
"Tubby!" 
(nervously)
"Yes Signor Pizzacato?."
"Tubby, I've never heard 
a Tuba play a melody 
before. Let's hear the 
rest of it."
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"Ohhh," said Tubby.....
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"Why how perfectly
wonderful" said the 
Clarinets and 
Saxophones.............

.."please Tubby, may 
we sing your tune too?"
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"How about me?"
said the Xylophone.
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"And us!"
said the
Trombones.
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"May I play the
new tune?" said 
the Glockenspiel.

"Here I come!"
said Peepo the
Piccolo.
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And they 
all Played!
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"Well, we've done it!
Haven't  we Tubby?"
It was the Bull Frog
sitting beside Tubby.
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"Oh," thought 
Tubby.
"How happy I
am......."
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