Concertante for Piano and Brass Band
50th Anniversary Composer’s Edition

Edward Gregson

PROGRAMME NOTE

The Piano Concertante was written in 1966, when the composer was an undergraduate student at the Royal
Academy of Music in London. It received its first public concert performance in October 1966 at the Royal
Festival Hall, London, when the composer was the soloist with the International Band of the Salvation Army,
conducted by Bernard Adams. It was one of the first major works to be written for this particular combination.

The Concertante is unashamedly romantic in idiom and is in three movements: Pr octurne and Rondo.
The Prelude is cast in sonata form and opens with a short cadenza-like flourish soloist, followed by two
main ideas - the first sweepingly dramatic, the second highly lyrical. The gf&play between these two themes
forms the main focus of the movement, and after a return to the openi e, an exuberant codetta brings the

music to a close, albeit a quiet one.

\a; Contam ursors of the t 1deas

bluesy charac attened
band enters
with phrases of a chorale already hinted at in the ne ‘Esher’ - but
never quite presented in its complete stgte o ‘ er, w1th eventually

the first theme returning, this time wi

subsiding to a peaceful coda —a % the very

The final Rondo is full of e
with much interplay be
has more than a hi

The tender Nocturne opens with an introduction from the

the tlme a e main theme is playful in character,
e 101st st the mi n presents a new theme, and one that

Christia , iIn what amounts to a good humoured

parody. The o ’ this time le a powerful and dissonant climax from the band.
This is foll adenza, @( e virtuoso aspect of the work, and leading to an
energeti ife-affirmin et hich brings t]{ to a triumphant conclusion.

Duration: 18 minutes 6@

Instrumentation: 0

Please note that there is no #fs iano Cornet part in this work. The 1st/Repiano Cornet player should join the
Solo Cornet bench. As xtra Solo Cornet part is provided in the set of parts.

Version for twohgiffnos

A version of the Concertante for two pianos is available for rehearsal purposes. Piano 1 is the solo part and
Piano 2 the band reduction. However, for those pianists not needing to rehearse the work in this way, a solo
piano part is also provided with the main set of band parts.

For more information on Edward Gregson’s music please visit the composer’s website:
www.edwardgregson.com
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Soprano Eb Cornet
Solo Bb Cornet
2nd Bb Cornet
3rd Bb Cornet

Bb Flugelhorn [
Solo Eb Horn
1st Eb Horn
2nd Eb Horn
1st Bb Baritone
2nd Bb Baritone
1st B> Trombone
2nd Bb Trombone
Bass Trombone
Bb Euphonium
Eb Bass
Bb Bass
Percussion I
Percussion IT
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