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The World Rejoicing (Symphonic Variations on a Lutheran Chorale) was jointly commissioned by the
British Open Brass Band Championship, and the National Brass Band Associations/Federations of the
Netherlands (NBK), Belgium (VLAMO), Switzerland (SBBV) and Norway (NMF), to be used as the top
section test-piece for their National/Open brass band competitions in 2020/21. All five competitions
were delayed for a year by the coronavirus pandemic during 2020/21 and the premiere performances
are therefore as listed below.

Premiere performances:
British Open Brass Band Championship, Symphony Hall, Birmingham, September 2021
Dutch Brass Band Championship, Tivoli/Vredenburg, Utrecht, October 2021
Belgian Brass Band Championship, Zwaneberg Cultural Centre, Heist-op-den-Berg, November 2021

Swiss Brass Band Championship, Stravinsky Auditorium, Montreux, November 2021
Norwegian Brass Band Championship, Grieg Hall, Bergen, February 2022

The World Rejoicing is dedicated ‘in loving memory of my brot mmwell Logan Gregson,
who sadly passed away in the Autu 8.
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In searching for hnk b tr t ns of the various European countries
iSwork, ere the fac have always played an important role in

that commissi
the relati ) th tbrass w1th thelr communities; and thus I turned to a well-

et alle Go e all our God), written around 1636 by Martin
Rink th the melo ttri uted to ]oha ger A number of composers have incorporated this
chorale into their music, Jost famousl in his Cantatas no. 79 and 192, and Mendelssohn in
the Lobsegang movement of his ony (the harmonization of which is usually used when this
hymn is sung).

\me to return to a compositional form [ have used many times before
ork based on this hymn. I have used it in a similar way to that which I

s on Laudate Dominum of 1976 — that is, rather than writing a set of variations

using elaw of the complete tune, I have taken various phrases from the chorale and used them

within the c@flext of other musical material, applying an overall symphonic process of continuous

variation and development. The structure, or sub-divisions of the work, which is through composed

and plays without a break, is as follows:

It seemed fitting thergfdr
(Variations) and to
employed in

Prelude, Capriccio, La Danza 1, Processional, La Danza 2, Arias and Duets, Fuga Burlesca, Chorale, and
Postlude.

The work is also partly autobiographical - in the manner say of Strauss’s Ein Heldenleben - in that I
have incorporated into the score brief quotations from many of my other major works for brass band.
In that respect, The World Rejoicing sums up a particular facet of my life as a composer, and reflects the
admiration I have always had for what is surely one of the great amateur music-making traditions in
the world.

© 2020 Edward Gregson



COMPOSER’S NOTE

My relationship with, and fascination for, the medium of brass bands stretches back to my years

as a teenager, when I played in a number of different bands within the Salvation Army. The first
composition I completed (there were various previous attempts) was a March: Dalard, named after an
idyllic small resort on the Baltic Sea, south of Stockholm, where in 1964 | attended a Student Conference.
My other early works for brass band were mainly written between 1967-77, culminating that year with
my first “test piece’ (Connotations) for a major competition.

Since then I have returned to writing for the medium only about every seven years; and so this latest
work, The World Rejoicing, in one sense sums up a particular aspect of my life as a composer, with a
desire to create a work which has a universality through the use of a well-known 17th century chorale
as its main unifying thematic element, but used within a context of other constantly changing musical
material, and contained within the structure of variation form, albeit applied in an unconventional way.

as opposed to a “test piece” - a subtle difference perhaps, but a difference none particularly in
the kind of musical material that is created. Indeed, I believe that all the fine s in the repertoire

originally commissioned as “test pieces” have in fact been written fn‘tert platform as much as

The mantra [ have espoused in all my competition works for brass band is to %plece of music

the contest platform. As such, those works have lived on and now eppaa@nt the bedrock of today’s
concert repertoire. My hope is that alongside my other mgj OG)r or band, The World Rejoicing é

also grace that core concert repertoire in the future.

There are many opportunities in a performance of
sonorities available from a brass band - one
(eg the Prelude, Processional, and the climax o/€NArWs and Dug heT like a Cat an (the

final Chorale and Postlude), and yet an ke a sympgon® s section (Cagr and La Danza
1&2), playing ‘through’ the notes ecay an h minimum Vlbr dea behind the

@ range o

geneousl ensemble

Processional is of a colourful pr comiry s from th ta no doubt led by a brass
band!), passing us by and ng 1nt - 51m11ar t10n o the second movement

of Mendelssohn’s ‘Ital phony se havin a stately March (note the
‘nobilmente’ m$),‘ er tha ession 0@ as was the case with the Mendelssohn.
In the lon vdriation ( %ets) most of d become expressive soloists in their own
carefully addr @ b1 of texture and balance, sorting out the

he er they be prl or secondary, chorale references or self quotations
my earlier major works for band, thus making the work

t to note the subsidiary tempo/expression mark of ‘ma
sempre con moto’; thus the m never be allowed to ‘drag” and certainly never descend into
sentimentality. In the final \garia®Nh, Fuga Burlesca, there is the chance to demonstrate the virtuosic side

of brass playing — it s ve a ‘lightness” about it, rather like a scherzo, albeit interrupted as it is
i cing’ passages, which should be played with a much greater intensity, but

(there are a number of p
quasi autobiographical). Itis als

both majeMic arMefriumphant. Conductors should be careful not to ‘over-indulge” — if the composer’s
tempi indicAg#ns are followed closely, all should be well!

Finally, a word about percussion. Ever since Connotations and Dances and Arias my writing for
percussion has been an integral component of my approach to scoring for bands. Although there are a
large number of instruments required in this work, their use has been carefully calculated all the way
through to the gradation of dynamics. Whilst the percussion section is certainly important in its own
right, it should complement the band, but never dominate it.

In summary, I hope this work gives pleasure to both performers and audiences. If I write no further
works for brass band then I shall be proud to call The World Rejoicing my ‘swansong’!



Clash
", cyms

SUGGESTED PERCUSSION LAYOUT

Note: Instruments not requiring stands (e.g. claves, whip, triangle etc.)
are not included and should be placed to suit the players. If the tambourine is
mounted on a stand an additional hand-held one will be required at figure [9].

BD

Tom toms \%
QO™ \& i

05 T\ R
O Tamb Blks

Perc. 1:

Perc. 2:

Perc. 3:

Perc. 4:

Glockenspiel, \Drum, Hi-hat Cymbal, 4 Chinese Temple Blocks, Large Bass
Drum (sh

'bra@ne, ongos, 4 Tom-toms, Large Bass Drum (sharing), Suspended Cymbal,
C d Cymbeals (sharing), Tam-tam (sharing)

Tubular Bells, Mark Tree (sharing), Triangle, Claves, Tambourine, Whip, Large Bass
Drum (sharing)

Xylophone, Suspended Cymbal, Clashed Cymbals (sharing), Mark 1ree (sharing),
Triangle, Finger Cymbals, Small Bass Drum, Tam-tam (sharing)

4th Edition issued November 2022



In loving memory of my brother

THE WORLD REJOICING

Edward Gregson

Lutheran Chorale

Variations on a

Symphonic

PRELUDE
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Sop. Cnt.

Solo Cnt.

I1&1I

Solo Cnt.
Mm&Iv

1st. Cnt.

2nd Cnt.

3rd Cnt.

Flug. Hn,

Solo Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Eb Tba.

Bb Tha.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Molto sostenuto
Poco slentando

Come prima (J = 84)
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Tempo giusto

ol ~t ~t rd ~t . ~t ol ~t ~t ~t ol . i ~t ~t ~t ol
™ bl bl ™ bl T SN N il SN SN N I ™~ o
N fxnur 307 Ly i k:i\ AN Ly ' ‘v N L Y0 AN n it} e ™| N TTam m ™ ﬁ “n
—“_‘ ~t ~t ~d
i = y7
His Mls AR ST \‘f 8 "N 8 NI\ ,‘m S - ol HEs TSR T & m (1IN n n .H. 1 e
- . by A Ky I | DI =
i D ( ,m P ) ol 2 ¥l 2 _m"‘"ﬂ
N o
b .\ n ( ‘ _ ‘l_m“mm ,”\ _ EN N
k \ ( I ol
g ph I I il
Bl e e e e q G _._“. il & ||l [ B . U/
; ¢ st T I th
i _ | ___._ Jl
b R il
b iy 4R 3 !
I i ,_ il I
ok ol g Jg Qll ‘m“.. o I 0 o 2lle
f .Y
3—— 3_;m_ [ M= =
"4
& N\
il L w1 __m
oty | I Ao 0 i
[Hh
3= i 1L
)
o el ) 4— ~ ~
Al WG s By ” i i S
o/ Nl o] Y qm
il ol (18 | _—“— i e
(Y [l [l [ L s i
N o[l o I L L ™
L 1N N N |l ; ‘\
Ml 'l 'Yl | I 1) 1)
Ne mﬂ ML Mﬂ (il mﬂ N il e 'y i N N N 1k
% b .w .w i
o g | | | Wi,
g g 1 g g g 8|
Wk Eom & WEM AN EIRE NS, | 4
(Y a s [
N N [ .m I
L3 i\ gl
s TS vl Tl s & MHliws|an
1 1 i~y ~ ] aﬁ ~d i~y TN m T ~t A -
o -~ ~4 . -~ o ~4 ol -~ ~l
CYRNN 1] o0 ] 1oL (1LY I 1oL 18/ 1ol 1|ell] | \ \
e ~t A > ~t f~ ~ g ~ ~
18l mﬂ_ﬁ-\} mﬂ_fw\ || mﬂ 1l mﬂ 1t YA mﬂ I _mﬂ C' mﬂ 18 mﬂ Canll MD 1 YA
TP NP NP N MR N N N MR N o .
§ 3« &% & 3 g = £ g £ P r 5 ¥
: o e o ] ° o 2 =2 g 8 2 3 2




