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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

It’s a festival! Here is the good news and the bad news altogether: the first nine measures are unison! Depending on the 
depth of skill of the band, this may or may not be a problem. If it is, then the simple approach is to slow things down a few 
notches and when ready, bring it up to tempo or assign individual players as necessary. When the rhythm section enters in 
measure 10, they will need to lock in the groove immediately. This may sound easy, but it all depends on how accurate and 
steady the horns are the first 9 measures.

At measure 18, bring down the volume of the rhythm section so the alto and trumpet lead line is comfortable and they 
don’t have to blow too hard. The bones that enter at measure 26 are tight and articulate—keep it clean. The trumpet soloist 
and the entire trumpet section should play flugelhorns, if possible, for the color; however, if flugelhorns are not available for 
the section players, use the trumpets. Don’t use the trumpets with buckets, as it will be too soft for this type of chart.

The solo section is open and con be extended if desired. The chord progression is fairly basic but you can assist the soloists 
by having them practice listening to the roots of the chords. This will get the players focused on the structure and form of 
the solo. Also, solos don’t need to be high, fast or loud—instead, direct the soloists to build and develop their ideas with 
the rhythm section mirroring the dynamics.

Please enjoy!

 —Victor López
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