Georges Bizet

Farandole

From “L’Arlesienne Suite No. 2"

Concert Band Arrangement by Larry Daehn

INSTRUMENTATION
1 — Conductor 3 — Bb Trumpet 1
1 — Piccolo 3 — Bb Trumpet 2
10 — Flute 3 — Bb Trumpet 3
1 — Oboe 1 1-F Homn 1
1 — Oboe 2 1 -F Horn 2
1 — Bassoon 1 2—-FHom3,4
1 — Bassoon 2 2 — Trombone 1
1 — Eb Clarinet 2 — Trombone 2
4 — Bb Clarinet 1 2 — Trombone 3
4 — Bb Clarinet 2 2 — Euphonium TC
4 — Bb Clarinet 3 2 — Euphonium BC
2 — Bb Bass Clarinet 4 — Tuba
3 - Eb Alto Saxophone 1 2 — Field Drum (Tenor Drum)
3 - Eb Alto Saxophone 2 (Tambourine ad lib.)
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone 2 — Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone 1 — Timpani

Daehn

PUBLICATIONS




Georges Bizet (1839-1875) wrote 27 pieces of incidental music for Alphonse Daudet’s
play L Arilésienne (The Girl from Arles) in 1872. The play received poor reviews and is hardly
ever performed today. The music has survived and flourished, however, in the form of two
separate suites for orchestra.

Bizet arranged his music into a four-movement work, now known as L ’Arlésienne Suite
No. 1, first performed November 10, 1872.

L Arlésienne Suite No. 2 was arranged and published in 1879, four years after Bizet’s
death, by his friend Ernest Guiraud, using the composer’s original themes.

The farandole is an old open-chain community dance of southern France. It is very lively,
in 2/4 or 6/8 time, often accompanied by flutes and drums.

L’Arlésienne Suite’s finale, the exhilarating Farandole, combines the old French
Christmas carol, Marcho dei Rei (March of the Kings), with a brisk Provencal folk dance, Les
Chevaux des Feux (in which the dancer wears a horse costume).

The original score calls for a tambourine, which has caused some confusion over the
years. It is believed by most that Bizet meant the tambourin, a Provengal light wooden single-
headed tubular drum, played with one hand. Today a similar sound may be achieved by using
a field drum (without snares) or a tenor drum.

Some conductors have chosen to use a traditional tambourine along with a muffled drum.
Others prefer to add tambourine closer to the finale of the piece.

I think any of the choices are fine, so I've notated the part: Field Drum (Tenor Drum)
(Tambourine ad lib.).

I hope you and your players enjoy performing this ever-popular concert favorite!

Larry Daehn
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Flute
Piccolo

E’ Clarinet
Bb Clarinet
B’ Bass
Clarinet

EP Alto
Saxophone 2
B* Tenor
Saxophone
E’ Baritone
Saxophone
B® Trumpet
F Horn

Oboe
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Field Drum*
(Tenor Drum)
Bass Drum

Trombone
Timpani

Tuba
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