TROMBONE CONCERTO
Rob Wiffin

Rob Wiffin OBE began his musical career as a trombonist, playing in the National
Youth Orchestra of Great Britain before entering the Royal College of Music. On
completion of his studies he joined the Royal Air Force Music Services and became the
principal trombone of the Central Band. After seven years as a player he decided to
concentrate his energies on conducting and became a Director of Music for the RAF.
He has directed the Band of the RAF Regiment, the Western Band of the RAF and the
Central Band of the RAF. His promotion to Principal Director of Music, Royal Air
Force, in January 1998 made him the twelfth in a line of distinguish usicians who
have held this prestigious post and, on appointment, the youngests Sir George
Dyson in 1919. He was awarded the OBE for services to Royal'igM‘orce Music in
2002. Away from the RAF he has built his reputation by cof c e tng orchestras, wind
ensembles and many of the country's finest brass bands. ’ ade a large number of
commercial recordings, television and radio broadgersts
in concert and at international conferences. O '
where he spent much of his time composin
was in demand as a trombone player.
spending much more time in Engl

adjudicator and examiner jn

rian links,
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rfcl by Brett Baker following an earlier
he concerto was composed in Spain in the
summer of 2010

Once I started writing | % at this concerto was, ineveitably, going to draw on
my own experienges a ombone player. The first movement was really a matter of
getting the rig atic ideas and balancing the tutti and solo passages so, for formal
structure, e Gordon Jacob Trombone Concerto. There is a lyrical section
precee@rstAllegm that owes much in spirit (but not the actual music) to The
ENgna e Ray Steadman-Allen’s Salvation Army solo. The slow movement
se&determined to come out in the vein of a Richard Strauss song. I wanted to write
something ineluctably cantabile as we trombone players rarely get a chance to play
the melody! There is a brief allusion to that wonderful moment when the trombone
gets to sing above the orchestra in Sibelius’ seventh symphony. Arthur Wilson, that
great exponent of the singing style in tromboneplayers (my teacher at college) died in
the summer of 2010 so it seemed appropriate to dedicate this movement to him. The
last movement is the lightest of the three in style and is slightly jazz-inflected,
hopefully providing some fun for the soloist.

While wanting to test the instrument, I did not set out with the intention of making the
concerto difficult but there are undoubtedly challenges of technique, range and style

to be met by the soloist. Rob Wiffin
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