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A MOORSIDE SUITE

GUSTAV HOLST
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Second Edition Geoffrey Brand

"A Moorside Suite" is a masterpiece of Holst’s maturity. Written® 1;:1 1928, 6 }s'ears before his
death, it achieves a synthesis of his creative talent as a mmpﬂser With __th ."‘-3';:?-5-=“strﬂng folk-song
mﬂuences of 20 years earlier.

The title of the work alludes to a country setting but does nﬁ:;_{f}fﬁiﬂﬁtﬂﬁ an exact location, and
this is mirrored in the musical material. Folksong influence is aj I‘Eﬂt but not overt.
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is Wright was a musical
scholar, and the transcription was carried out either du '"'-;3;:71:13 H{'JISt s ‘hfetlme or shortly after his

mmmmm

death in 1934. The score was not published until 1983 and, haﬁ been re-edited by Geoftrey
Brand. Interestingly, Holst himself always intended the work to be transcribed for ‘Military

Band’ and a 1st Movement and some bars of the 2nd Movement exist in manuscript in the
British Library.

The opening Scherzo belies the serious nature c}f th& W{Jrklt is a light airy 6/8 in which the

initial statement, with its all-important leap of a f'lffh s first heard on clarinet and alto
saxophone. This interval of a fifth is dlSHHEEl ‘a8 it draw our attention to it, before a
fortissimo 8 bars in which the opening theme® 15 repeatecl - the only fortissimo passage in the

whole of the First movement.

in .the:_melﬂd}' by allowing the 6th of the scale to remain

......

Holst achieves a “folky,” almost modal, fee}-*
natural,
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Whereas the first Movement has a sylph-vhke deh:::at:y, the second is at rest. Tranquil, especially in
the breadth of the chorale, its simple I{E'ﬁf ﬁtmcture distils the tonal tension inherent in the
tonic/dominant polarity. 5

.....

...\..

allowed to build to a fDI‘tISSlmﬁ chmax befnre the movement fragments around the falling sixth of
the opening. -

.....
......

The peace is shartered by a tnumphaﬂt March. We are in Bb minor again, and this movement is
built on thematic cnntrasts tl}r the pesante’ theme, then a hammered fanfare, followed by a
playful leggiero tune. 3

Like the Scherzo, tﬁiﬁ Mar{:h has a Trm the melody of which bears a definite resemblance to the
Chorale of the second Mévement. Most certainly this linking device was subconscious on Holst’s
part, but with the preéiimmant use of the interval of a fifth, it helps to explain the feeling that the

R

Suite is tightly-knit thematt_-;;_;_;__;
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