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PROGRAM NOTE

A “five-Mississippi rush” is often used in pickup football games where there is no offensive line and the defense is obligated to wait approximately three seconds
before crossing the line of scrimmage to pursue the quarterback. The defensive players charged with rushing the quarterback chant out loud, as quickly as
possible, getting louder as they reach the end and begin running:

ONE-Mississippi... TWO-Mississippi... THREE-Mississippi...FOUR-Mississippi...FIVE-MISSISSIPPI!

The composer writes, “Beginning with the rhythm of this chant as the germ of the piece, | composed Five Mississippi Rushfrom the combination of three things
suggested to me by the title: “five,” Mississippi’s heritage as the birthplace of the blues, and hurrying to a conclusion.”

* Beginning with the title riff performed on the snare, the piece contains many five-pitch motives, five-note rhythmic constructions, and five-element phrases.

 There are sections of the piece that are quite literally the blues, undisguised in its twelve=bar form and standard harmonization. However, the “straight”
sections of the work also owe their melodic and harmonic construction to the blues scale. Among these are simultaneously sounding major and minor thirds
(the blued note), augmented fourths, flat sevenths, and tritones (the interval between the third and seventh of the omnipresent dominant seventh chords of
the blues progression).

* The composition begins with the apparent purpose of reaching its end quickly, but a slow, swinging blues intrudes. The straight-ahead and swing ideas
alternate, interact, and combine before a recapitulation of the opening marks the beginning of the rush to the conclusion.

Five Mississippi Rush was commissioned by Mississippi’s Delta Chapter of Phi Beta Mu International Bandmaster Fraternity.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The slow blues sections move at exactly one-half the initial tempo (i.e. the straight half note becomes the blues quarter note or dotted quarter). It is important
to maintain this pace without wavering, as there are a few spots (e.g. measures 60-63 & 74-77) where the slow swing and fast straight material overlap and must
remain in sync. The rhythms of measures 151-156 produce the effect of a rallentando, but the tempo should remain constant.

In both the swing and straight sections, players should be alert for exceptions where they are to play motives borrowed from the other style (i.e. playing straight
eighths within the swing section and vice-versa).

The Percussion 2 part could be played by a single performer on a drum set with a pedal bass drum. If a standard concert bass drum is used, it should be
dampened with a towel to emulate the dry tone of the kick drum. The woodblock in measures 96-104 of the Percussion 3 part is intended to emulate the snare

rim knocks of a jazz drummer. If a second snare drum is available, this is preferred.
7/ Clas
ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Clifton Taylor (b. 1968) has served as Associate Director of Bands at Mississippi State University since 2005. At MSU, he co-directs the
Famous Maroon Band, conducts the Symphonic Band and Jazz Ensemble, and teaches courses in the Department of Music. A native of
Mississippi, he holds two music education degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi and a DMA in wind conducting from the
University of South Carolina. A veteran teacher, Dr. Taylor has taught instrumental music at every level, from the elementary school to
the community college, and currently directs a band program for homeschooled students in his community. He is regularly engaged in
composing and arranging for concert and marching band, and performs as a trombonist in both jazz and symphonic settings.
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