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Programme Notes 

This is a traditional English carol rumoured to have originated in Derbyshire. The earliest 

printed version is from the 17
th
 century and the familiar version was later published in 

William Sandys’ collection of ‘Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern’ in 1833. There are 

numerous theories as to the meaning of the carol’s words; after all, Bethlehem, the 

place of Jesus’ birth is not a coastal location. It has been suggested that the ships are 

actually camels (ships of the desert) used by the Magi for their visit to the baby 

Jesus. My arrangement takes advantage of the traditional ‘jig’ style of this carol to 

add a little ‘Celtic’ flavour. 

 
Jock McKenzie 

Jock McKenzie studied trumpet at the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester 

where he was a joint recipient of the college’s concerto prize. Since 1987 Jock has 

based his musical career in Hampshire, working as a freelance trumpeter, conductor, 

composer, arranger and brass teacher. Currently Jock holds the position of Professional 

Leader (Brass) for Hampshire Music Service and is the Director of the Hampshire County 

Youth Band. It is the mix of all of these musical roles that has led to Jock 

establishing a reputation as a leading creator of brass music resources, particularly in 

the field of education and brass ensemble music. 

 

Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original 

compositions and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very 

highest quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue.  

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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