Meditation — My comfort and strength

Comments by Brian Bowen

The theme is that of the twenty-third Psalm as paraphrased by George H@ (#593- 16327!%1&: tune of Unzv&
er grass,

1. The God of love my Shepherd is, leads me,
And he that doth me feed; ‘Where I and rest;
While he is mine and I am his, The to streams that gently pass:
What can I want or need? Q ave the best.

3. Orif1stray, he doth convert, % Ye®, in death’s shady black abode
And bring my mind in frame e Well may I walk, not fear;
And all this not for my de ‘ For thou art with me, and thy rod

But for his holy na To guide, thy staff to bear.
& rely thy s Qtondrous love

Shall me my days;
ver shall remove,
0 er shall my praise.

The settings - linked by music derive 1@3m fragments of the hymn melody - reflect the moods of the psalm imagery.

Introduction — A plaln—soundmg rs alluding to the last eight notes of the tune, commence the pastorale opening. Allow the euphonium
in bars 2, 3 and 4 to be distinct in its m nce to the tune. Keep the triplets in bar 5 relaxed, thereby suiting the context.
Section A — With a slight tempo the theme is presented in full. It will be seen that the flugel horn is particularly important in the first

bar, third and fourth beats, b@t lody part.



Section B — Note the separated quavers leading to the fourth bar and place them carefully. A generous crescendo in the sixth bar will
complement the steep diminuendo preceding. From the delicato ensure a balance of parts as the writing is somewhat tenuous; the final chord must not
have too prominent a low fifth — E on the Eb bass.

Section C — Additional to the euphonium’s important role are the canonic entries by the solo and 1* cornets in the fifth bar; notice the
independent dynamic markings. Flugel horn and 1% trombone have a linking figure in the eighth bar calling for warm and sustained playing.

Section D — Built on the first four quavers of the seventh bar of the tune, the music shou uire more movement immediately. At the 2/4 bar
and the following two bars the highest volume of sound in the section must be maintained, r&again fragments of the tune are drawn together in
changing tonalities. The slentandi in bars 51 and 52 show clearly the idea of rubato at thi areful control of tempi and dypamics is essential.

Section E — A free-flowing, quicker setting is required. The smooth ascendmg ca gun tyo beats before E by t nd and continued to
the third bar (ended by the soprano, flugel horn and solo horn) is an important thr th®€ontra 1 texture; in fact, ghout is essential.

Section F — Once again rubato is shown in the approach to the trarngm llow thesoloisty flexibilit 1nt j , expressive passages. A
slight drawing out of the last beat of the sixth bar before commencing v n Wd just ali y to the new chord of Ab after
the tune

the C minor tonality. Tranquillity is still important.

Section G — Here begins the preparation for the final settipf o}
should not be of placidity as before, but rather a building of % n towar li
Largamente means slowly, broadly.

ic s1rmlar ening bars will be noticed. The effect
he cresc s con31stent1y to the seventh-bar fortissimo.
s n

Section H — Superfluous as it may seem t the ould stand o etheless possible for the upper cornets and tenor
trombones to swamp all else in their enthusias here to they pz from bar 93, avoiding excesses either way. A guide
for the accel. would be to aim for mo oxi

there !
verme Q rior to ‘& ar 97. It may be found helpful to beat out the triplets in bar
99; it certainly will secure a better ndlcatédéeco as.
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