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the composer
Dean Sorenson (b. 1963) is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the 

University of Minnesota as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, 

arranger, trombonist, educator, and clinician. He received his bachelor’s degree in 

trombone performance from the University of Minnesota and his master’s degree in 

jazz arranging and composition from the Eastman School of Music.

Mr. Sorenson’s most recent publication is STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE FIRST JAZZ 

PERFORMANCE, a collection of jazz charts for elementary bands and jazz bands. He 

is the co-author of the STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE JAZZ ENSEMBLE METHOD and 

ADVANCED JAZZ ENSEMBLE METHOD, an innovative and comprehensive series for 

middle school and high school jazz ensembles. He is also the author of STANDARD OF 

EXCELLENCE JAZZ COMBO SESSION, and composer of numerous pieces for concert band and jazz ensemble published 

by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. As an advocate of jazz education and the expansion of the repertoire, he continues 

to develop creative materials and methods to help students and teachers better understand the art form.  An 

outstanding clinician, conductor, and soloist, he is frequently featured at festivals and conventions around the country 

and abroad. He also maintains a full schedule of concert and recording dates as a Yamaha performing artist.

Mr. Sorenson has composed and arranged for numerous ensembles including the Glenn Miller Orchestra, the Airmen 

of Note, the United States Air Force Band, and for brass ensembles Proteus 7, the Chestnut Brass Company, and 

the Burning River Brass. He is active as a commissioned composer and arranger for jazz ensemble, concert band, 

and chamber ensembles, and has also written several sacred choral pieces. For more information please visit www.

deansorensonmusic.com.

the composition
Cool City was commissioned by the Northern Michigan University Jazz Ensemble and their director, Mark Flaherty. 

Being located in Marquette, Michigan right on the shores of Lake Superior, it is a “Cool City” in more ways than one! 

The form is long, with the entire first statement of the tune lasting from bar 9 through bar 70. There are several subtle 

feel changes throughout, and the rhythm section should adjust the groove accordingly. Listening to recordings is an 

invaluable way of learning a groove, and a recording can be found on the Kjos website, www.kjos.com. Horn players 

should play the eighth notes straight throughout. Beware of the accidentals in the bridge (first stated in bars 39-54). 

instrumentation list
1 – Alto Sax 1

1 – Alto Sax 2

1 – Tenor Sax 1

1 – Tenor Sax 2

1 – Baritone Sax

1 – Trumpet 1

1 – Trumpet 2

1 – Trumpet 3

1 – Trumpet 4

1 – Trombone 1

1 – Trombone 2

1 – Trombone 3

1 – Trombone 4

1 – Guitar

1 – Piano

1 – Bass

1 – DrumsSAMPLE
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Cool City Composed by Dean Sorenson
Conductor
Approx. Performance time - 5:00

Commissioned by the Northern Michigan University Jazz Ensemble 
Mark Flaherty, Director.

© 2009 Neil A. Kjos Music Company,  4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California  92117. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.
Warning! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright 

law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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